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Rosati-Kain English Department American Literature
Summer Reading/Writing Assignments for the Class of 2025
We ask that during the summer you read either one novel or one play and complete an essay in preparation for your sophomore English class.  You are responsible for finding your own copy of one of the works mentioned below.  
1. Please read either The Scarlet Letter, a novel by Nathaniel Hawthorne, or The Crucible, a play by Arthur Miller.  For the novel, skip “The Custom House” introduction and begin reading Chapter One.  Online copies of Hawthorne’s work are available (like those found on gutenberg.org).  On the first day of class, you will take a quiz to test your understanding of the reading you have chosen. You may wish to take handwritten notes on the novel or play to help you retain information for the quiz (and it is possible you may be allowed to use these handwritten notes during the quiz).  
2. After you read one of the aforementioned literary works, please complete a written assignment.  Write an original, well-developed, five-paragraph essay.  Please type and double space your essay assignment.  Your heading, page numbers, and page citations for quotes should be in MLA format. Use fully-developed examples to prove your thesis.  
These essays will help you prepare for a comprehensive class discussion at the beginning of the school year and are due on the first day of class.  The topics are below.
If you are reading The Scarlet Letter,
Reflect on what you have learned about the culture and climate of the Puritan era in the novel. Then, choose one of the three main characters in the novel and prove that he or she would be considered the biggest sinner by his or her community; use at least three reasons as support.
If you are reading The Crucible,
Illustrate one of the following themes using three examples from the play:

· Guilt (three instances or three characters)

· Betrayal (three instances or three characters)

· Self-sacrifice (three instances or three characters)

· Misuse of authority (three instances or three characters)
Again, the written assignment is due to your teacher on the first day of English class.  It will be collected and used for discussion and evaluation purposes.

